SCR 124, Relating to a Sanctuary for the 'Alala - Statement for House Committee on Energy, Ecology, and Environmental Protection Public Hearing - April 17, 1984 by Hannah, Lee
..
University of Hawaii at Manoa
Environmental Center
Crawford 317. 2550 Campus Road
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822
Telephone (808) 948-7361
RL:0521
SCR 124
RELATING TO A SANCTUARY FOR THE 'ALALA
Statement for
House Committee on
Energy, Ecology and Environmental Protection
Public Hearing - 17 April 1984
By
Lee Hannah, Environmental Center
SCR 124 would request the Department of Land and Natural Resou 'ces to establish
a sanctuary for the endangered 'Alala. This statement does not represent an institutional
position of the University of Hawaii.
The 'Alala is one of the most critically endangered birds in Hawaii, where we have
more endangered birds than the rest of the country combined. The most recent field
census of the 'Alala reported finding only seven (7) birds in the wild. This number is down
from 36 in 1977 and 22 in 1980, as illustrated in the attached figure. The range of the
'Alala has been shrinking as well, and unless steps are taken to protect 'Alala habitat,
these birds may disappear from the wild. A number of 'Alala exist in captivity, but a
rear-and-release program similar to that for the Nene will not be possible if suitable
habitat is not preserved to release birds into.
For these reasons it is important for the state to take steps to preserve the 'Alala
and its habitat and the provisions of this resolution would provide valuable support for
DLNR in its efforts to do so.
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